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make an end of fins, and ta make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
and to ſeal up the viſion, and prophecy, and tg angint 
the Moſt Holy, © Know therefore, and underſtand, 
that from the going forth of the commandment to 
reſtore and build Jeruſalem, unto the Meifiah. the 

; Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks and threeſcore and twe 
weeks; the ſtreet ſhall be built again and the wall, 
even in _troublous times, And after threeſcore and 
two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for him- 
{elf :- and the people of the Prince that all come 
ſhall deſtroy the city and the ſanctuary; and the end 
thereof ſhall be with a flood, and-unto the war deſola- 
lations are determined, - And he ſhall confirm; the 

_ covenant with many for one week; and in the midſt 
of the week he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation 
to ceaſe, and for the overſpreading of abominstions, 
he ſhall make 15 deſolate, even until the 8 
mation, and that determined ſhall be poured upo 
the deſolate, * * 4 rh f Pd 


DANIEL, to whom this temarkable prediction 
was: addreſſed, lived in the time of the Jews capti- 
vity in Babylon. He was a perſon conſpicuous far 
wiſdom and virtue: and fignally honoured in the 
Aſſyrian and Perſian courts, But What was of un- 
ſpeakably greater importance, he was a faithful fer. 
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E 
vant of the Moſt High Gop, and was greatly be 
loved of him, whom the hi gheſt heavens cannot con- 
tain. In a land of . and before the haughty 
eo the earth, he appeared as a. witneſs for 

vine truth, Heaven has e. him with pre- 
dictions relating to the c of empires, and the 
Nate of the church to the 25 5 the ey I think 
that no perſon; who; is acquainted with hiſtory, and 
Lives. the Fein Bic of Dina an impattial, examina- 
tion, can avoid ſurpriſe at their mitt exat fulfill 
ment. [Daniel's deſeriptions ſo perfectly anſwer to 
hiſtorical facts, that Porphyry, : a heathen writer, pre- 
tended that the book of Daniel c could not be genuine; 
but "myſt have been. written after = events took 
lace.” But! what is there wanting, fays the learned 
— r. Newtoh, of external ar eternal evidence, to 

5 the genuineneſs and authenticity of the book 

of Daniel? There is all the external evidence that 
| can well be had'or defired 3 in a caſe of this nature 
not only the teftimopy of the Whole fewiſh church 
2nd nation, who have conſtantly rece ived this book 
a8 canonical; but of. Joſephus 1 who 
conwiends him as the 28 of prophets ; of the 
Jewich Targums and Talmud, which frequently cite 
and appeal to his authority. ; of St. Paul and St. 
John, WH¹O have copied ub of his prophecies, pf 
our Saviour bimſelf who citeth his words, and ftileth 
him, Daniel the pr bet ; of antient hiſtorians, gh | 
Telate many of the 128 tran actions; of” the mother 


' of the 1205 ſons, and of the father of the Maccabees, 


who both onen the example of Daniel — their 
ſons ; of old Eleazar in Egypt, who paying for the 
9285 then ſuffering under the perſecution of Ptolemy 
Philopater, (3. Me VI. 6. 5.) mentions the be. 
' liverance 
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| Hveranct of Daniel out of the den of lions, together 


with the deliverance of the three men out of the 
fiery furnace; of the  Jewith High Prieſt, who 
ſhowed Daniel's prophecies to Alexander the: great, 
while he was at Jeruſalem; and ſtill higher, of 


Ezekiel, a contemporary writer, who greatly extols 


his piety and win. Nor is the internal leſs po- 


erful and convincing than the external evidence z for 


the language, the ſtile, the manner of writing, and all 
other internal marks and characters are- perfectly a- 
greeable to that age; and he appears plainly and un- 
deniably to have been a prophet by the exadt-aecom- 
[26m of his prophecies, as well as thoſe which 

ve already been fulfilled, as thoſe which are now 
fulfilling in the world.” * - 


5 


; 


| Aux other prophecies of Daniel; the forego- 


ing is worthy of ſpecial notice. It was made in an- 


ſwer to his fervent ſupplications at the Throne of 


in order to conſole him under the calamities 
of his people, and to eſtabliſh the faith of Gop's 


church in every age: About the time of the even- 


ing facrifice on this errand is the angel Gabriel ſent: 
and exorts Daniel to underſtand the matter, and con- 
fider the viſion. The matter, reſpecting Gop's dif- 
penſations towards his people, is moſt worthy to be 
underſtood ; and for ch 

be a and impartially conſidere l. 
Inv paid conſiderable attention to the ſubject; 
and have ſucceeded in my inquiries to the ſatis faction 


is reaſon the viſion ſhould. 


of my own mind: and hope that my obſervations 


will. 


0 Newies'r Dif. en the prephecier, erl. 3% f. 16; 
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U will be found not materially to deviate from the truth. 
; In the 'main they are agreeable to the ſentiments- 
of the beſt expoſitors who have written on the ſub- 
ject, and in lefler matters, wherein I differ from 
others, who are much ſuperior to me in learning and 
judgment, T wiſh to expreſs myſelf with a becoming 
and diffidence. If I ſhould caſt any light 
on this important prediction I ſhall beamply reward- 
e for my trouble. And I earneſtly pray that the 
Father of Lights may direct the ſerious enquiries of 
thoſe into whoſe hands this may fall, and proſper 
this feeble attempt in favour of divine revelation } |» 
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DISSERTATION, &. 


CHAPTER & 


Redemption by the Death of Cbrit. 


glorious work at the end of the Seventy 
Weeks was to be effected by the Mzssran of 


Cuntsr. The word fignifies the Anointed ; and re- 


to the 


the anointing prophets, prieſts and kings, 


reſpective offices they ſuſtained. Accordingly Chriſt, ia 
r 


an eminent ſenſe, was anointed, or ſet ap the work 
in which he engaged. For this he received a eommiſſion 


from his Father ; and for this he was anointed with the 
divine ſpirit above meaſure. At his baptiſm the heavens 


were opened, and the ſpirit of Gob deſcended upon him 
as a dove. 3 


Ta Meſfiah 1s ſpokenof in the prediction as a prince, 
becauſe he was anointed or conſecrated to be head over 


all things to the church, and to reign till he had put all 


things under his feet. He was * a Prince and a Saviour 


for to give repehtarice to {ſrael and remilfioh of fins.” 


(Ads v. 31.) 


Tur great event predicted of the Meſfiah, was, that he 
mould be cut off. The original word, when it has re= 


—_ to death, ſtrictly ſignifies, as is acknowledged by 
the 


Jews thernſelves, a penal exciſion, or a cutting off 
upon account of ſin. The effects of fla were to be ſeen 
in the Meſſiah's death. Although we are informed that 
by the ſtroke of juſtice he was to fall a victim, and be 
9 8 cut 


#13 

Wt off, yet, we are aſſured, not for bimfelf. He knew 

 - no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth. His ſuf+ 
| ©. ferings were the effects, not of any fin of his own, but 
£ of ours. For the Lord hath laid on him the iniquiries 
= of us all, that by his ſtripes we might be healed. _ How 
_ dfrikingly applicable is this part of che prediction doe 
crucifixion of our Saviour; the profeſſed end of whoſe 
miſſion was to ſhed his blood fr the remiſſion of ſins, 
and whoſe innocency was acknowledged by the very per- 
ſons concerned in his death ! Judas confeſſes he has be- 
trayed innocent blood. Pilate, though acceſſory to his 
death, ſolemnly and formally proclaims the righteouſneſs 
of his character, and declares that he finds no fault in 
him. Pilate is charged by his wife to have nothing to 
do with this juſt man. One of the malefactars, crucied 
with him, bears his dying teſtimony that Jeſus had done 
nothing amiſs. And the centurion glorified God, ſaying, 
« "Certainly this was a righteous man!?! 2; 


Tux great purpoſes anſwered, and the important bleſ- 
Mo procured by the death of the Meſſiah are expreſſed 
in ſeveral particulars. 


Ftxsr. He was © to finiſh,” or, as rendered literally from 
the hebrew, he was © to.reſtrain the tranſgreſſian.” When 
'Chriſt ſuffered the penalty of the law, man's apoftacy from 
his Gop was exhibited in its native vileneſs, and painted 
in all its odious colours. Then his tranſgrefſion of the di- 

vine law appeared as an exceeding bitter thing, and even 
as an infinite evil. And how adapted were the ſufferings 
of Chriſt, conſidered in this point ol view, to fuppreſs the vi- 
ious inclinations of the mind; to curb our unruly paſſions, 
and to ſtop the ſinner in his mad career of vanity ahd re- 
bellion ! In thouſands of inſtances theſe were the glorious 
effects of the ſufferings and death of the Meſſiah | The 
idolatry of the heathen world was deſtroyed : repentance 
was enkindled in the human breaſt; and heaven-daring 
offenders were turned from darkneſs to light, and from the 
4 Power of ſin and ſatan to Goo. SzCONDLY-« 


* 
"> 


”» | * 
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SrconDuLy; The Meſſiah was ©. to make an end of 
ſins: that is, as the learned Grotius obſerves, the puniſh-, ,* 
ment of ſin. The word in the original, here tranſlated 
6 to make an end, ſignifies to ſcal. And as ſealing. 
er the inſtrument ſcaled to be perfeted or completely 
ormed ; ſo, when Chriſt expired on the croſs, he ſcaled 
the puniſhment of ſin, or ended thoſe ſufferings for ſin 
which-he had engaged to endure, and drank the laſt of the 
. which was aſſigned. him by his heavenly Fa- 


c oO, He was © to make reconciliation for ini- 
uity. And accordingly Chriſt ſuſtained the penal ef- 
T of fin; and rendered it conſiſtent with divine juſtice 
for the guilty to eſcape the puniſhment to which they 
il of ag is inconceivably great. ; 

ice of our edemption was infinitely cad, 
ealy adequate to the removal of our guilt, and ta 
urity from its deſerved and inſopportable 8 | 


2 
* 


were expoſe 100 The evi 
but the 
2 


„ EL, He was to bring in everlaſting 111 
neſs.” Arighteonſneſs unchanging in its nature and eternal 
in its effects; which is adapted to anſwer the great purpoſes 
of heaven, and the beſt intereſts of immortal ſouls was 
wrought out by our divine Immanuel when here on earth. 
What relief muſt this afford to the wounded ſpirit l what a 
ſource of conſolation to him who ſeriouſly reflects that ſhort 
ly he muſt be arraigned before the tribunal of a holy Goo, 
and is convinced of the utter inſufficiency of his own righ- 
teguſnefs/torfuſtain him in the trying ſcene ! (Rom. Hi. 
21. ) © But now the righteouſneſs ofiGop without the 
law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the pro- 
Phets.“ (x. 4.) &« for Chriſt is the end of the law for 
9 to every one that belie vet.. 


Fir rut v. He was to ſeakup the viſlon and-prophee 
cy.” As ſealing is uſed to confirm the contents of the 
inſtrument which is I ſo W ws general, and 4 

+ 4B: 


this 
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cis viſion in particular, by the great work of the Meſh, | 
- were to receive divine evidence of their authenticity. 
The works which Chriſt did, eſpecially the wonders which 
attended his completing the work of our falyation, as they 

ſtrikingly ponded with, ſo they gave b 
to the truth of fotmer prediRtions. 


" SrxTHLY. ©" The Moft Holy was to be e * 
As the Meffiah, with the . juſtice may be called 
the Moſt Holy, ſo, it is obſerved, that a. proverbial - ex- 
preſſion of this import has — in uſe among the Jews. 
And their ancient writers frequently y apply theſe terms to 
the Meſſiah, Eben Ezra expreſsly ſays, “ the Seventy” 
Weeks are—to the ſealing the Meſſiah the Holy of Holies. 
And N achmanides, another rabbi of that nation, 8 
ing of this prophecy, obſerves, (The Holy 4 
is the Meſſiah, who is ſanctified from amon As ſons of 
David.“ T Anointing was not only afolemn form of con- 

ſecration, but a practice expreſſive of the ſueceMon of j joy . g 
apd happineſs to ſeaſons of mourning and diſtreſs. (Eccle. 
7. 8. 2 Sam. xii. 20.) And with the utmoſt pro- 
— Chriſt may be faid to road the ſubject of 4 
divine and glorious aneinting, When the mournful ſtate 
of his exquiſite ſufferings being ended, he left the g | 
manſions of the dead, and ertumphantly aſcended into | 
heaven, (Heb. i. 8, 9.) Hut unto the fon he ſaith— 
thou haſt loved ri ghteouſneſs and hated iniquity : there- 
fore Gop, even thy Gov, hath anointed thee with the ail - 


of gladneſs above thy fellows.” a 
er CHAPT ER 


a . 
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The Deftrufion of the City and Sanctuary. 


H E angel Gabriel informs Daniel that * the peo 
ple of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the 
city and the ſanctuary, &c.” That is the Romans or Gen. 
tiles, who in future, more efpecially, were to be under the 
vernment of the Meſſiah, in his providence, were to 
effect this deſtruction for the cruelty of the Jews in his 
CC— f ² ̃ ²˙ nie es 


As the death o che Meſſiah is expreſſed in eo n 
with the deſtruction of the city and ſanuary, it is worth 
our while to mb the crime of he Jews in. kan 16 

in a very ſtriking manner, correſponding with” theu 
in, in the . 1 They — Jetug to death 
when the nation was aſſembled to celebrate the paſſover ; 
and when the nation was aſſembled toad to celebrate the 
P Titus ſhut them up within the walls of Jerula- 
em. T he rejection of the true Meſſiah was their crime 
and their following of falſe Meſfiabs to their deſtruction 

was their puniſhment. They ſold and bought Jeſus as 4 

ſlave ; and they themſelves were afterwards fold and 

bought as ſlaves at the loweſt prices. They preferred a 
robber and murderer to Jeſus, whom they crucified be- 
tween two thieves'; and they themſelves were afterwards 
infeſted. with bands of thieyes and robbers. They put Je- 

ſus to death leſt the Romans ſhould come and take away 
their place and nation; and the Romans did tome and 

take away their place and natioß, They crucified Je- 

ſus before the ** of Jeruſalem ; and betbre the walls k 

Jeruſalem they themſelves” were crucified in fuch num- 


bers, that it is ſaid room was wanting for the croſſes, and - © 


D 45ar: Br 


* 
3 (6) | 


. croſſes for the bodies. And I would add, when they led 
Jeſus forth to be put to death, they made him a ſubje& ol 
their ſport and derifion ; and multitudes of themſelves af- 
terwards were expoſed and put to death in the exhibitions 
and ſports of their enemies. They were guilty of ſhed- 
ding the blood of the blefſed Jeſus; and afterwards all 
their city ſtreamed with blood, and if they foundany pro- 
viſion, though ſtiffened with blood, they eagerly ſnatched 

it away and devoured it ! © Great and marvellous are 
thy works, Lord Gop Almighty ; juſt and true are thy 
22 thou Ring of ſaints who ſhall not fear thee, 8 | 
Lord, and glorify thy name ?—for thy judginients are 
mademanitelt 3 (Rev, xy. „% % 


As the deſolation of the city and ſanctuary was a pun- 
iſhment inflicted on the Jews by the Meſſiah for their 
y conduct in his crucifixion, we may ſee the utmoſt 
ropnety in his undertaking to predict, in the moſt cir- 
umftential manner, the 5 events of this deſo- 
ien. The ſcene deſcribed moſt exactly anſwered our 
yiour's repreſentation. Were there to be famines, and 
peltilences, and earthquakes in divers places ? Theſe are 
* of by different hiſtorians, and numbered 2 
calamities of the times. Were there to be featfu 
 Hights and great ſigns from heaven ? A ſtar like to a ſword 
© with a continued blaze hung over the city for a whole 
... When the people were aſſembled to keep the paſſ- 
er at the ninth hour of the night, it ſhone as light as 
day about the temple and altar for the ſpace of half an 
or, And the eaſtern gate of the temple of ſolid braſs 
and exceeding hezvy, and which fearcely could be ſhut in 
an-evenpingby twenty men, and faſtened by bars and bolts, 
ſeen to open of its own accord, &c, Was the ſtate 
of thoſe who were with child and thoſe who gave fuck in 
thoſe days. to be peculiarly diſtreſſing ? This was verified 
when mothers could pl > the food from the very mouths 
of their dear babes, and when women and children miſer- 


* * — SY 7 00 $54, 55 $8 + <0 ably. 
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ably periſhed together as it were in crouds by teaſon uf fas 
mine; and when 'a woman, eminent for her family ant 
fortune, caulditake the tender child which ſucked at her 
breaſt, murder and bail it, and after eating one half, hide 
che other half for another meal l Were there enemies to caſt 
n trench about them, campaſs them round, and krep them 
in on every ſide ? This was done when the city was com- 
pletely encloſed with a wall, built by the Romans in 
three days, which totally prevented an eſcape, and Jed 
the unhappy Jews to deſpair of a deliverance. Was | 
the deſtruction of the city and ſanctuary to be ſo ful- 4 
ly effected that one ſtone was not to be leſt upon ance 1 
ther that ſhould not be thrown doun ? How particu» 
larly and remarkably was this effected when Titus, as 
Joſephus informs us, © commanded them to level with the 
ground; both all the city and the temple” ſo * that 
perſons coming thirher would hardly have believed it had | 
5 been inhabited. Does Chriſt predict that then ſhall | 
great tribulation, ſuch as was nat from the beginning 
of the world to this time? Accardingly, the hiſtorian 
obſerves, © If we look into the misfortunes of all the 
nations upon carth, of which we have any account, - let 
them happen in what. age they would, yet if they are 
compared with the calamities to which the Jewiſh nation 
was expoſed, they will, in my opinion, eome far ſhort,” F 
Were they to fall by the edge of the ſword, and be led 
away captive into all nations? And how awfully verihed 
were theſe words of our Saviour! In the whole war, e 
ninety ſeven thouſand were taken captive ; and more than 
one million, three hundred and fifty ſeven thouſand, fix [4 
undred and ſixty, of this unfortunate people were lain ! l 
Was Jeruſalem to be trodden down of the Gentiles, unul | 
the times of the Gentiles were fulfilled ? And how emi- | 
nently has this been the ſtate of that devoted city, for 
more than ſeyenteen hundred years ! and we have reaſon 1 
to believe, that it will remaln in this ſituation, . thro 
| A SR ob's 
* Hiftory of the Jewiſh wwar, 5 u ˙ T- 
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God's infinite mercy, the Jews ſhall come iff with the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles. Did our Saviour particularly 
- caution his followers in order to prevent their being in- 
volved in the approaching calamities; and direct ther 
to fllee to the mountains, when they ſhould ſee Jeruſalem 
compaſſed with armies ? And from hiſtory it appears, that 
the divine counſels which they received, were the means 
of their ſalvation; They all fied over jordan, to a vil- 
lage called Pella, and other adjacent places, and in thoſe 
awful calamities, which are circ tially related by 
Joſephus, who was in the war; and an eye witneſs to 
moſt of the events which he relates, we are not informed 
of ſo much as one chriſtian that periſhed ! | 


Tavs, in an eminent ' ſenſe, the prediction of Daniel 
was fulfilled, ** And the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war, deſolations are determined.” 


i death of Chtiſt, and the deſtruction of the city 
und ſanctuary, - ſtand connected or related to each other, 
not only in the prophecy, bur alſo in its wonderful ful- 
filment. Immediately when the Meſſiah was cut off, 
The vail of the temple was tent in twairi from the ro 
to the bottom,” as a divine notice of the evils which we 
to come on the guilty inhabitants of the land about forty 
years after. The Jewiſh-rabbins themſelves mention 
this as having happened about forty years before the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and conſider it as a preſage of 
that deſtruction. And ir is worthy to notice what is 


years before the deſtruction of the temple—the doors of 


Den Zaccai reproved them, ſaying, O temple, temple, 
Wherefore goſt thou fright th elf | Fries thee, — 
4 tine end is to bedeſtroyed ; for ſo propheſied of thee, 
1 Zechariah, the ſon of Iddo, Zach, xi. 1. Open th 
: 1 doors O Lebanon, c. f e 


remarked by one of their writers, that © forty 


the temple opened of themſelves, when Rabban Jochatiah 
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Daniel's Seventy Weeks are Four Hundred and Ninety Years, 
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A Meit in the Hebrew language ſignifies a cu and | 
may, with as ſtri& propriety of ſpeech, be lied 

to years as to days. But 4e which mult be determined by { 
the oecaſion of the uſe bf the word, and the connection of 
the paſſage iti which it is contained; In Lev. xii. 5, d 
where mention is made of two weeks we are to under- 1 
ſtand twice ſeven days, or double the number of days juſt 
expreſſed in a preceding verſe: And the weeks of harveſt 
mentioned in Jer. v. 24. are the ſeven weeks of days or 
forty-nine days, the diſtance of time between the paſſ- Wy 
over, and the feaſt of penticoſt, called alſo the feaſt of | 
weeks, Deut. xvi. 9. compared with Exod. xxxiv. 22; 
Deut. xvi. io; 16. 2 Chron. viii. t3. Num. xxvin. 26. 
IFT miſtake not, theſe are all the paſſages in the old teſta- 
ment, except in the book of Daniel, where the word is | 
uſed to denote a week or weeks of days. And in every 
paſſage the mode of expreſſion, or its connection with 1 
other verſes evidently lead us to conſider it in this ſenſe. 1 


Los. _ LAS * 


Wirn the Jews there was not only 4 week of days, 1 
but alſo a week of years. Not only will the real ſignifi- I 
cation of the word admit of this explapation, but thus it A 
is repeatedly applied In the holy ſcripthres: After Jacob 
had taken Leah to be his wife, when he had ſerved ſeven 
years, Laban ſays to him reſpecting Rvchel,” “ fulfil the 
week of this, and we will give thee alſo this, for the ſer- 
vice which thou ſhalt ſerve with me yet ſeven other” | 
years“. To which it is immediately added, © and 2 * 
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According to the Heb, * 
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lows, he © ſerved with him yet ſeven other years, 
(Gen. xxix. 27, 28, 30.) 1 — 


We are in formed that . Daniel unflerftood by books the 
number of the years whereof the word of the Lord came « 
to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accompliſh N 
years in the deſolations of Jeruſalem.” Impreſſed wit 
the evils of this ſeventy years captivity, he deplores theſe 
calamities in moſt fervent ſupplications to his Gop. An 
in anſwer to theſe ſupplications he is addrefſed by th 
angel Gabriel, and told that ſeventy ſevens were deter- 
mined upon his people, not of days, but of years; by 
which the duration of his people's captivity had been 
meaſured, and to which Daniel had juſt been attending. 5 
Their enjoyment of the bleſſings of God's covenant was 
to continue ſeven times as long as that deſolating capti · 
vity which fo afflicted his * The one was ſeventy 
years: but the other was to be ſeventy weeks or ſevens of : 
years, or four. hundred and ninety years. That the weeks 
here are to be underſtood of weeks of years, will appear f 
more evident, if we obſerve that when Daniel ſoon after 
comes to ſpeak of our common weeks, he alters his man- : 


did fo, and fulfilled her week: “ that is, as it ſoon. after | 
| 
| 


ner of expreſſion, and calls them, it ſeems, in diſtinction ' 
from the other, weeks of days.” In thoſe days I Daniel . 
was mourning; three weeks of days. I ate no pleaſant, | 
bread, neither came fleſh nor wine in my mouth, neither 


did I anoint myſelf at all, till three weeks of days. were 
fulilled®.” (x. 24:3.) 1 "RO | 


Tus Jews had ſpecial occaſion to meaſure their time by | 
weeks, or ſcvens of years when they came into the land of N 
Canaan. When ye come into the land which 1 give N 

Dou, chen ſhall the land keep a Sabbath unto the Lord. | 
Six years thou ſhalt ſow thy field, and ſix years thou ſhalt | 
. Prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; but | 


® According to the Heb, * 3 xe 4 
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in the ſeventh year ſhall be a Sabbath of reſt unto the 
land, (Lev. xxv. 2, 3, 4.) And at the expiration of 
this firſt week, and the ſeventh year of the week, called 

the Sabbatical year, they were to begin to reckon the for- 

ty- nine years ,which terminated in the year of jubilee, 
et and thou ſhalt number ſeven Sabbaths of years unto 
thee, ſeven times ſeyen years; and the fpace of the ſeven 
Sabbaths of years ſhall be unto thee forty and nine years, 


Then thou ſhalt cauſe the trumpet of jubilee to ſound,” &c, 
(ver. 8, 9.) 3 b ö 


As the angel Gabriel informs Daniel of the people's 
returning from their captivity to PCS again the ſame 
land, he expreſſes the duration of their civil and religious 
privileges in terms denoting the - ſame ſpaces of time. 
And as one or the firſt week of years, when Iſrael began 
the poſſeſſlon of the promiſed land under Joſhua, is more 
peculiarly noticed in divine hiſtory, ſo one week on which 
.the covenant was to be confirmed, is particularly expreſ- 
ſed in the prediction, And as forty nine years, or ſeven 
weeks, ſucceeded the firſt ſeven years of Iſrael's enjoy- 
ment of the land of Canaan, and ended in the firſt jubilee 
ever obſerved by that people; fo in the pro ſeven | 
weeks or forty nine years are mentioned, in the firſt even 
years of which the commandment was to go forth to re- | 
fore and build Jeruſalem, The alluſion is fo natural C 
and ſtriking as I think not to leave room to doubt but 1 
that one has reference to the other, and that by weeks in | 
the prophecy we are to underfland weeks of years; and 
_ conſequently that the Seventy Weeks are four hundred 
and ninety years, at the expiration of which the Meſſiah 
was to be cut off. The Jews univerſally acknowledge, 
ſays Dr. Owen, that the ſevens here denote ſevens of years; 
ſo that the whole duration of the ſeventy ſevens compriz- 
etk four hundred and ninety years“. 
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CHAPTER IV. wi 

ann Weoks before the 3 ile Covenant way 
2 co 


the prophecy, on which the covenant was to be con- 
with many, ſheuld be conſidered as the firſt of che 
ſeventy, I think it A er in the firſt place to give my 
reaſons for ĩt in the following partic ' ing 
| | » « 
-  Finsr. The Hebrew word Achad or Acbat, here 
rendered one, in many paſſages of ſcripture is tranſlated the 
| firſt. And the word retains this ſignification not only in 
the Hebrew, but in the Chaldee and Syriac, and perhaps 
in all the oriental languages. In Gen, i. 5, the ſame 
word is uſed to expreſs the firſt day of the creation. In 
Gen. ii. 11, the firſt river of Paradife. In Num. xxix. 
I, the firſt day of the month. In Dan. vi. 2, the firſt 
of Darius's three preſidents, In Dan. vii. 1, the firſt 
year of Belſhazzar, And twice in this very chapter, (ver. 
x, 2.) which contains the prophecy under con ſideration, it 


is uſed to expreſs the firſt year of the reign of Darius. 


And in this place, where is the ſame word, 1 think ig 
meant the firſt gf Seventy Weeks 


7 2 


SrxconDLy, We may obſerve that at the end of ſixty- 


nine weeks the Meſſiah was to be cut off; and at the end 


of the ſeventy thEtranſgreſſion was to be finiſhed, fin to be 
ended, reconciliation to be made for iniquity, &c. which 

were effected when the Meſſiah was cut off. If this one 
week was to fucceed the ſixty-nine, it was alſo to ſucceed 
the {ſeventy : and this would bring the weeks forward ſe- 
ven yeats beyond the death of Chriſt ; and inſtead of ſe- 
venty, the whole number of the weeks in the prophecy 
would be ſeyenty-one, = os THIRDLY, 


As I am perſuaded that the one week mentioned in 
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place at the beginning of the ſixty- nine weeks: the com: 
mandment was to go forth to reſtore and build Jeruſa- 
lem. We are likewiſe particularly told what was to take 
place at their end: the Meſſiah was to be cut off. And 
we are no leſs expreſsly informed of the great events at 
the end of the Seventy Weeks : the tranſgreſſion was, to 
be finiſhed, fin to be ended, reconciliation to made for ini 
quity, an everlaſting righteouſneſs to be brought in, the 
viſion to be ſealed, and the Moſt Holy aneinted; » And is 
their beginning paſſed over without any expreſs notice ? 


Is it not moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe: that the famous ont 


week in the prophecy is mentioned to refer us to ſome- 
thing memorable to take place at the introduction of the 
whole ſeventy 7 Wer M6 $7 2:44 038951 


+ . | 3.4 UA OE? 
FourTaLy. In the expreſſion, © the ſhall confirm 
the covenant with many for one week,” it may as natur- 
ally be conſtrued to have reſpect to many weeks, as to 
many people. And the word (emed) here rendered 
with moſt commonly anſwers to the prepoſitions 1 and 
or in our common tranſlation, There are ſeveral in- 
ſtances of this in the book of Daniel. We find this con- 
ſtruction of tht word in the chapter preceding that of 
our prophecy, where it is obſerved, . The viſion ſhall be 
for many days, (ver. 26.) and in the chapter ſollow- 
ing it, where it js ſaid. For yet the viſion is ur 
days,” (ver. 14.) And agreeably to this, the impott of 
the expreſſion may be that the covenant ſhould receive a 
confirmation in the firſt week, for many or the whole 
number of weeks, until their expiration, when the Meſſiah 
ſhould put an end to that diſpenſation, £3253 bas 


 FieTuLy. The covenant to be confirmed ſor this 
week, I think muſt mean the divine government and re- 
ligion of the Jews. This evidently is intended by the 
covenant in other paſſages of the prophecies of Daniel. 
* The Prince of the covenant,” (chap. xi. 22+) is 
* 3 | thought 


- TumnvLy. We are expreſsly informed what was to tale 


© 4) 


thought to be'Onias, che high prieſt of the Jewiſh reli- 
Fon who was di veſted of his prieſt- hood Re 
pi And the violent oppoſition of the latter to 
che laws and religion of Gop's people is expreſſed by his 
heart's. being. ©* againſt the holy covenant,” (ver. 28. 
and his having *© 4ndignation againſt the holy covenant,” 


ver. 30.) And “ thoſe who forſook the holy covenant,” 


(ver. 30.) are ſuch as RI ſrom this religion. 
And in the ſupplication of Daniel, to which the re velation 


© of theſe weeks is a gracious anſwer, expreſs mention is 


made of this covenant with the Jews, (ver. 4.) But as 
the Jewiſh/religion or diſpenſation was aboliſhed at the 
death of Chriſt, this cavenant was not to have been con- 
Armed-at that period. And therefore we are neceſſarily 
led to the beginning of the weeks; and to conclude that 
this one week precedes the fixty-nine, and completes the 
Seventy Weeks in the prophecy, x. 


* 6 *: 


* 
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Accoona to the moſt approved computations, our 
bleſſed Saviour was cruciſied in the year of the Julian pe- 
riod 4746, and in the year of the world 4036. As this 
was the period when the weeks of Daniel were to come 
to an end, by ſubſtracting froth each of theſe numbers 490, 
che years contained in the Seventy Weeks, we are led back 
to the time, when they were to begin. And accordingly we 
find that this was in the year of the Julian W- 4256, 
and in the year of the world 3546. The Empire that 
thenſublifted was the Perſian : the monarch who then 
reigned was Artaxerxes Longimanus ; and this was the 
Seventh year of his reign. The learned chronologers an 
Alfted, Spanhem, Owen, Prideaux, Bedford, 
and Stackhouſe, whom, on this occaſion, I have conſulted, 
agree that this was exactly Seventy Weeks of years, or 
four hundred and ninety years from the death of Chrift. 
And we need only turn t the ſeventh and lerne 
chapters of the book of Ezra, and read there the tranſ- 
actions of the ſeventh year of the ſame Artaxerxes, in or- 
der to be convigced that the covenant or ee 
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the Jews was moſt literally and remarkably confirmed” at 
this very time ! It was confirmed by the Lord Go of 
their fathers, (chap. ix. ver. 27, 28.) It was confirmed 
by Artaxerxes the monarchy on earth, (ver. 6.) Ile 
was confirmed by his ſeven counſellors, (ver. 14.) le 
was confirmed by all tne king's mighty princes, (ver. 
28.) It was confirmed by the lieutenants and governors 
of the provinces, (chap. viii. ver. 36.) It was confirm - 
ed by Ezra a prieſt and ſcribe of the law of Gop, ang his 
brethren the prieſts, (viii. 24. &c.) And it was con- 
firmed by all the people, when they made a ſolemn do- 
venant with their Gop, (x. 3, 9, &e.) | From 


As the revival and eſtabliſhment of the religious ſtate 
of the people was a moſt important undertaking, Ezra 
with the greateſt attention en in the work. It is 
obſerved that he had p his heart to ſeek the law 
of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Iſrael ſtatutes 
and judgments, 7 10.) On the firſt month of the 


religious year of the Jews, called Niſan, the very month 
on which the Meſſiah was cut off, and the ſpace of time 
expreſſed in the prophecy before that folemn event took 
place, even to x month, Ezra, who was à prieſt and 
{cribe of the law of his God, ſets out from Babylon wich 
the law of his God, or the book of the covenant in his hand, 
and with a very extenſive commiſſion from the king,” to 
confirm in Jeruſalem the religious government of his peo- 
ple. No commiſſion was ever given by a heathen monarch 
ſo much in favour of their religion as this. By it Ezra 
was authoriſed to enquire concerning Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem according to the law of bis God; to diſpoſe of the 


preſents in ſilver and gold, after the will of bis Gad ; that 
whatſoever was commanded by the God of heaven ſhould be 
diligently dope for the bouſt of the God f heaven ; that 
magiſtrates aſd judges ſhould be appointed, after tbe 
wiſdom of bis God, to judge all the people beyond the 
river, all fuch as knew the laws of bis God ; and to teach 
them that knew! them 1ſt. 


2 


; * * 4 
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Tur Jews conſider Ezra as another Moſes; and the 
ſecond founder of their religion. They ſay, The law 
was given by Moſes ; but after it had been in a man 
loſt to the people, during the Babyloniſh captivity, it was 
recovered and reſtored by Ezra. And their doctors ge- 
nerally believe that he was Malachi, the laſt of the pro- 


ts, whoſe name ſignifies a meſſenger ; and called ſa 
cauſe he was ſent of Gop to revive and confirm their 


* 


reis ſuppoſed chat after Ezra's arrival at Jeruſelem he 


collected together different copies of the divine law, and 


bliſhed a correct edition of thoſe ſacred writings : that 

ſubſtituted the Chaldee character or letters in the room 
of the ancient Hebrew, or what is now called the Samari- 
tan : that as by reaſon of the capacity the Chaldee lan- 
guage was more commonly uſed and the Hebrew had be- 
come in a meaſure a dead language, he inſerted the vow- 
el- points in the holy ſcriptures, to prevent the true ſenſe 
ſrom being loſt: that the law was now divided into fifty- 
ſour ſections; as every third year, and ſometimes every 
ſecond, contained thirteen months; one of which ſections 
was to be read on each Sabbath till the reading of the 
whole law ſhould be completed at the end of a year: and 


that for this purpoſe ſynagogues began to be uſed which 


were ſo numerous in the time of our Saviour 


Tus Jewiſh vriters inform us that about this time the 
ſpirit of prophecy ceaſed. As the will of Gop in his law 
was now to be communicated to the people at ſtated ſea- 


ſons, and in a regulat way, there was not, as before, that 


evident occaſion for the mind of heaven to be revealed in 
an extraordinary or miraculous manner. At the begin- 
ning of the weeks in the time of Joſhua, when the peo- 
ple began to eat of the old corn of the land, they were. 
no longer ſed with manna from heaven; ſo in the be- 
ginning of the weeks of Daniel the happy confirmation 

of Gop's covenant with his people, in ſome meaſure ſu- 
BY 5: ; perſeded 
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| ſpecial prophetic communications, 
oſephus ſüggeſts the” ſpirit of 1nfpiration was at this 


time in forris meafure withdrawn, in the following obſer- 
vations, «The number of our books ate—two and twen- 


& 


ty, containing the hiſtoty of all præeeding time, and not 


wigout cauſe, are eſteemed to be divine. Of this num- 
ber five are of Moſes, which contain the laws, and a ſe- 
ries of actions performed ſtom the formation of mankind 
till its deſtruction. From the death of Moſes, till the Em- 
pire of Artaxerxes, who, after Xerxes reigned over the 
Per ſians, thoſe prophets who ſucceeded Moſes, comprized 
in thirteen books the occurrences that fell out in their 
times * the four others contain hymns in praiſe of Gop, 
and diſplay uſeful precepts of life. But every thing hap- 
pening from the reign of Artaxerxes to our days, —are 
not ſo authentic, or carry ſo much authority with them a8” 
the former books“. e 


Tus Romans, who in the ptovidence of Gb were ems 
inently concerned in the laſt great events of this obey, 
began at this time to make a figure in the world. In the 
ſame week of years that Ezra was ſent from Babylon to 
Jeruſalem, with the law or book of the covenant in his 
hand, three ambaſſadors were ſent by the Romans to the 
cities of Greece; there to collect the moſt excellent laws, 
from thoſe of Draco, Solon, and Lycurgus, and to bring 
them to Rome: which laws, engraven on twelve pillars 
of braſs; were termed the laws of the twelve tables; and 
— the foundation for the future government of that peo-- 
P 0 | eb 


Axor remarkable inſtance of the confirmation of 
God's covenant in the firſt of the weeks is afforded to us 
in the thirteenth year of  Ahafſuerus ; who, according to 
the Septuagint, Apocrypha, and Joſephus, was the ſame as” 
Artaxerxes: Harman, the chief favorite of this monarchy 


* Againft Appion. book 17 


| © covenant of thy fathers, which he ſware unto them: 


1 


, ; e Stackbouſe's Hi. of the Bible, ol, 4. p31 


qu 2 


| procured a decree for the total deſtruction of the Jews in 


every part of his extenſive dominions. But if this wicked 
and malicious purpoſe had been put in execution, how 
could the promiſes of the covenant, made unto the fathers, 
have bech fulfilled? 8 „ N e 
Tt latter Targum upon the book of Eaſter * 
us this account ef Merdecai's behaviour upon this {; 

occaſion, vizz That in the midſt of the ſtreets he made 
his complaifit, ſaying, What a heavy decree is this, which 
the king and Haman have paſſed, not againſt a part of us, 
but againſt us All, to root us out of the earch ! whereupon 
all the Jews flocked about him, and having cauſed the 
book of the law to be brought to the gate of Shuſhan, he, 
being covered with ſackcloth, read therein theſe words out 
Deut. iv. 30, gr. When thou art in tribulation, 


874 1. * * 1 


And all theſe things come upon thee, in the latter days, 


i thou turn to the Lord thy Gov, and ſhalt be obedient 
ro his voice (for the Lord thy God is a merciful  Gop) 
he will not forſake thee, nor deſtroy thee, nor e the 

ter 
which he exhorted them to faiting, humiliation, and re- 
pentance, according to the example of the Ninevites®.” 
And what a ſeries of remarkable events took 8 through 
the whole of this week, by which they were ſecured from 
the impending ruin, and the gracious purpoſes of heaven 
were effected ! In the firſt year of the week when Ezra, a 
prieſt and a ſcribe of the law of his Cob, was attempting 
the eſtabliſhment of religion in Jeruſalem, Eſther, of the 
ſame nation, was admitted to the dignity of queen in the 
royal palace of Shuſhan. About the ſecond year Morde- 
ca diſcovers the treaſonable deſigus of Bighthan and Ter- 
eſh, by which he after wards was capacitated to perform 


o 


+ the moſt ſignal ſervices for his brethren. And at the cloſe 


of the ſixth year the Jews arefaved from the in 
ſtorm, and many become proſelytes to their religion | and 
as the ſeverith year was to be a" Sabbath of reſt Pe. = 
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land, and the people under Joſhua, on this year reſted 


from war, ſo now the Jews on this year reſted from their 
enemies, and were reſtored to great honor and joy and 
how ſtrikingly was the prophecy fulfilled, © he ſhall con- 
firm the co venant with many for one week p? * | 


How evidently preparatory were theſe events of divine 
Providence to the coming of the Meſſiah, and the eſtab- 
liſhmeot of his kingdom among men | that nation of which 
he was to be horn, and put of which the firſt inſtruments, 
of promoting his religion were to be ſept, were now ſaved 
from utter deſtruftion ! that law which the Meſſiah was ta. 
fulfil and ta which his apoſtles were to appeal for the proof of 
his divine miſſion, began now to be tranſcribed into nume · 
rous copies, and rendered capable of being better under: 
ſtood by the people ſynagogues began now to be ſet 
up for the 5 reading of the Jaw not only in Judea, 
and Jeruſalem, but in other nations among whom the 
* had been diſperſed ; and in theſe ſyp 

e Meſſiah was cut off, his miniſters 5 — 


up to plead 


their maſter's cauſe, and their labours here were attended 


with the moſt aſtoniſhing ſucceſs ! The religious ſtate of. 


the Jews was not now ſo ſtriking to the human eye as be- 


fore their captivity : but was more adapted to edify the 
Mind, and to render their ſervices acceptable in the ſight. 


of God. It aſſumed more the form of that kingdom 


which was not to be of this world, 


As no period can with any propriety. be aligned for 
the concluſion of theſe weeks but that at 1 of 
Nazareth was crucified without the gates of Jeruſalem, 


ſo no æra can juſtly be aſſigned, I think, for their com- 


mencement bur that at which Ezra went up to Jeruſalem 
to regulate the religious ftate of the Jews. It anſwers 
as we have ſeen in a ſtriking manner to the 2 deſ- 
eription of their beginning and as the diſtance of time 


gues, after 


2 


between theſe different periods was exactly Seventy Weeks 


of years, or four hundred and ninety years, the time ex- 
reſſed in the prediction to a month, can there be room 
left for a miſapplication © CHAPTER 
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: From the going forth of the Commandment to reftore and 10 
| Sui Feruſalem unto the Death of Chriſt were Sixhy- ins 
HIS commandment was not the decree of Cyrus, 
in the firſt year of his reign, in which liberty was 
-- given to bpiſd the temple ; but nothing ſaid in it in 
rdation to building the city (Ezra 1. Þ 3s 4.) And as 
rhe decree of Darius, in the ſixth year of his reigy, was 


merely to revive and confirm” the decree of Cyrus, ve 
have no reafan to believe this to be the important cams 
3 mandment expreſſed in the prophecy.” It was doubtleſs 
dete policy of the Perſſan monarchs to keep the Jews in 3 


gdlepreſſed ſituation ; eſpecially, not to ſuffer them again to 
. build che walls of Jerufalem, - In che third year of Cyrus, 
3 the angel Gabriel, who before had fpaken to Daniel of che 
| Weeks, now informs him that * there ſhall ſtand up yet 
cſthee kings in Perfja, and the fourth ſhall be far richer 
4 than they all: and by his ſtrength through his riches de 
mall ſtir vp all againſt the realm of Grecia, (Dan. xi. 

As Cyrus was the monarch who. then 1 we mull 
conſider theſe four kings, who were yet to ſtand up in 
Perſia, as his immediate ſucceſſors, To him ſucceeded 
*Cambyſes his ſon, called in Ezra (iv. 6.) Abaſuerus, 

and who obſtructed the building of the temple. Next to 
him was Smerdis, called the Magian, who aſcended the 

£ throne vy deception, pretending to be the fon of Cyrus 
And the brother of Cambyſes, His ſucceſſor was Darius 
Hyſtaſpes, who gave ion to the Jews to carry on 
the building of the temple (Ezra vi.) The fourth king, 

| - who was to ſtir up all againſt the realm of Grecia, was 
= Lerxes who engaged in an expedition againſt the Greeks 
(. ccording to Herodotus) with an army and . 
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but finally met wich a detal and di 


. yet” -roiftantiup. in» Parbaroien 
there were ſeyeral others, after theſe four who-:ſwayed: the 


Peculiarſy affected with this ſorrowful intelligence, in his 
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ol all ſorts, amoupting to not Jeſs than five milnens 2 8 


ſceptre in that empire ? I anſwer, only this number were 
to ſtand up to obſtruct the reſtaration of the Jes to chair 
former: privileges and the building of the city ai Jeruſas 
lem. For of che qppbſition of the Perſian princes 0 th 
bappineſs-of God's people the Jews, the angel had been 
ſpeaking, (chap. x. ver. 13. a0.) and therefore the Jews 


ed bleſſings, ti 
ſueceeding monarchs to Cyrus. And as Kerzes wasthe 


fourth, we are led to infer that the mournful ſtate of the -- 
Jews changed in the reign of hig fan and ſucteſſar 


taxerxes Longimanu. 7 

with ha 1.65 fr nee 35 andi «5441 
not only their religious was 
eſtabliſhed, + but the commandment went forth to reſtorg 


and build Jeruſalem. The perſon raiſed up to procud 


decree was Nehr« 
dignity and ſuſtained the 


and put in execution this 1 
miah-: He was promoted to 


office of eup+dearer to the king in the vf Shuſhan, 
Here he is told, by certain Jews, who had lately, it ap- 


pears, betu at Jeruſalem, that *© the, remnant that are leſt 
of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction 


and reproach : che wall of Jerulalem alſo is broken doõãm, 


and the gates thereof are burnt with fire, (Neh. i. 2, 3) 
diſtreſs he makes application to Gop in faſting and prayers 


When admirted into the roval preſence, and interrogateth 


the cauſe of the ſadneſs of his countenance, he ſuys to the 
king, “ Why ſhould not my countenance be fad, when 
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| were not to expect a reſtoration to the importatit-predidts + 
alt after the removal of the laſt of the four” + 


4% 


4 


3 


* 


— 


the city, the place of my fathers ſepulchres, nech waſtey - 


and the gates thereof are conſumed with fire: (ü. 2, 10 

The king attentive to his complaints, and diſpoſed to ft 

vour his deſigns, aſks, .** For what doſt thou make FR 
2 2 | | 4 

. ) | 
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Muse I it pleaſe the king, ſays Nebemiah, and if 
| — havegſound favour in thy fight; that thou 
* * —— wouldeſt ſend me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers 

- .  fepulchres; that I may build it.“ He further requeſts the 


*king for letters to be given him directed to the "governor _ 


| beyond ch rivay to conv him over till he came into 
udah ; and a letter directed to Aſaph che keeper of the 
ing's fareſt, to give him timber ro make beams for the 
9 es of the palace which 
* r the wall of the city, &c. And he informs us that the 
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* pored with captains of the army and horſemen as his at- 

tendants, he ſets out for Jeruſalem to ſeek the welfare of 

de children of Iſrael. After he had been · three days in 

+ Jeruſalem, he ( called together the chief of the people, 

and -reminded them of the deſolate manner in 

3 rr of their city lay, and exorted them to 

let about the 

miſſon and letters to that purpoſe, which when — 

133 were read, ſo gladdened and — their droopin = 
n., that cheyjoyfully and-unanimouſly cried out, 

vi and build? | Joſephus repreſents the addreſs of N 

” - bemiah to the people, by which they wert excited to en- 

eee in the work, to have been to this effe&24 Youcan- 


4 Bot but ſee and underſtand, you men of Judea, that we 


-  eurſelves are, at this day, under the and providence 
© of the ſame almighty and merciful Gov, that did fo many 
| _ things forour forefathers Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, out 


my 
4 


Som the king to enter upon the rebuilding of your wall, 


9 and the putting of an end to the work of the temple that 
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iv6d to the houſe, and 
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pon him. 


Funnisurb with this — coin 101 


of them, he produced his com- 


W Ws es w 


Aa gracious tegard to their piety and juſtice ;' and it is 
by che ſavour of that Gob, that I have — leave 
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place, to = = your bulinels day and . without any in- 

termiſſion either of care or va labour, —— the _— 

ſeaſon for iti. he ac; 10 
18 


Tur nedenaking and execution of this 


The pr 
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a among a ſort᷑ of malicious and ſpiteful beigbbe 
who would do all that is to be done in nature for th gro- 
fing of your deſign, when they come once to ſee younhears” 
tily intent upon the undertaking, I ſhall therefore*recams 
mend it to you, in the firſt place, reſolutely and +fearleſly 


to caſt yourſelves upon Gop, who will moſt certainly des 
feat all the practiſes of your enemies; and, in the nent 


Am eb dy he lend pak rg of the govers . 
nor, the people began and carried on the work with the 
moſt unremitted exertions, till the walls of Jeruſalem were 
finiſhed in e days. "I. 

© £171 e 
. re- 
markably anſwered to that part of the prediction which 
e rr e of 9 1 


„Tus — was 80 forch to e an 
build Jeruſalem : and accordingly the commandment: - 
went forth to this effect, when Nehemiah was ſent to the 
ay of his fathers n um men. build! Ne. / 4% 


Tuns commandment was to 8⁰ forth- "nts eaten 

ſays, © The ſtreet ſhall be built again, andk 
the wall. And accordingly, the wall round about Je- 
ruſalem was undertaken to be repaited and rebuilt; and _ ® 
by the moſt vigotousexertions was finiſtied on the twenty % 4 
fifth day of the month Elul, and in about five months rum 
he time that Nehemiah received his commiſſion, * 


* angel informs Daniel chat chis ch was nds 64 
feted in troublous. times, - Add Bow exactly was the pre- 
diction anſwered by the event? How numerous were the 
diſcouragements which attended the undertakings and: 
bow . ſchemes of the enemy to la the deſign ty. 
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| hey war auld with. ridicule, ſbofſs and reproach, 
F- They were threatened, by a unired — ery x os their 


FF 2 — 2 total deſtruction. Their ruia was attempt- 
we ediby-ftratagem and craft. They were repeare@ly diſ- 
. falſe accuſations. They had to oppoſe the ex- 
ertions open enemies ; and to guard againſt che deſigns 
4 of-pretended friends. But they found that Goo in whom 
5 _ 3 wide _—_— help i in time of n "os, 


Tor — was to go forth W as well: 
is to build. And we may obſerve, that not only the 
wall and of the city were reſtored to their formet 
_ utility; but ſons and daughters who had been in bondage 
. their parents: lands, vineyards, olive- 
and houſes, which had been mortgaged, were re- 
to their owners ; a reſtoration rn Was  niade 

of corn, of wine; of oil; &e. 3 
dave ſeen already that — — anieF's 
weeks was in the ſeventh year of Artaxerxes : and ac- 
tordingly the ſecond week began in the fourteenth year of 
s reign and therefore this year, when the walls of Je- 
ruſalem were built, which was in the twentieth year of his 
wi, wanghe ſeventh year of the ſecond weck. And 

with what Beaur+ and evident does the wink 
= appear, which is made in the prophecy to the weeks 


- om Tl wr # wo & ted 4+ ww Aa, Coat et 
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releaſed from their bondage : and the land of the peo 0 

was releaſed from _ mortga Now was fulfilled 

vs ſoretold by "het Hoſes (ii. 14, 16.) . Theres 

© fors, behold, 5 — her, and bring her into the 
wilderneſs, and ſpeak comſortably unte her, And 1 will 

enn. by from thence, andthe valley o aye 

9 . or 


Sabbaths of years, which had been divinely appointed : 
ESSE was r 
le as a h of releaſe (Deut. xy. 1 

c.) ſo this nad. ws year, in the ſecond ie ween Ml \ 
eminently diſtinguiſhed, and rendered famous on this g 
account. The people were releaſe from their caprivity z 5 
the poor were releaſed from their burdens; ſervants were * 
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for a door of hope; and ſhe ſhall ſing there as inthe days 
of her youth, and as in the day when ſhe came up out of 
the land of Egypt: 7 18-177 


Tux favourable and important events of this year bf 
releaſe and reſtoration affected the people with peculiar 
joy. The agreeable emotions of their minds on this ac- 
count were ſtrikingly expreſſed at the enſuing feaſt of tas 
bernacles. It is remarked that © ſince the days of Joſhua, 
the ſon of Nun, unto that day; had not the children of 
Iſrael done ſo; and there was very great gladneſs;” (Neh- 
vill. 17.) © The meaning is that the joy ſinee that time 
had never been ſo great, as it was upon this occaſion; for 
which the Jews themſelves aſſign this reaſon, viz. That 
in the days of Joſhua they reoiced, becauſe they had got 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, and now they equally 
rejoiced, becauſe, they were reſtored; and quietly ſettled - 
init, after they had been long caſt out of itf.” 


Faou a number of conſiderations then we are neceſ- 
ſarily led to conſider the commiſſion of Nehemiah, which 
was given in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes; as that im- 
portant commandment which was to go forth to reſtore 
and build Jeruſalem, mentioned in the prophecy. 


As we haye ſeen the truth of the prophecy in regard to 
this glorious commiſſion, and its happy execution, let 
us attend to its truth in regard to the diſtance of the go- 
ing forth of the commandment from the time when the 


Meſſiah was cut off. The angel ſays, „That from the 


going forth of the commandment to reſtore and build Je- 
ruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks; 
and threeſcore and two weeks :—and after threeſcore and 
two weeks ſhall Meſſiah he cut off.“ That is, the diſt- 
ance of time between theſe important events was to be 
ſixty- nine weeks. But it is neceſſary, particularly, to be 

Wee | oboe 
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obſerved that, as the time here is expreſſed by weeks, if 
the commiſſion was granted at any time in the firſt of the 

nine weeks, and the Meſſiah was cut off at the con- 
cluſion of the laſt week, the prophecy has obtained an ex- 


26 fulfilment. It was common for the Jews to make a 


compuration of time in this manner. This might be i- 
luſtrated by many examples i but among others, let the 
reader attend to the following inſtances. Though our 
blefſed Saviour laid in the grave three days, we are not 
from this to infer that his burial was at the beginning of 
the firſt day, and his reſurrection at the end of the laſt. 
It is enough to find that ſometime within the reſpective 
days, thoſe two events were accompliſhed. A child 
which was tight days old was to be circumciſed : that is, a 
child which was born ſometime on the firſt of theſe eight 
Gays, was circumciſed on the laſt. Our Saviour's appear- 
ance among his diſciples aftet eight days (John xx. 26.) 
has reſpect to a former a ce of his arhohg them, 
which was not before; or at the beginning; but in the 
evening of the firſt day (ver. 19.) For the Came reaſon 


and build Jeruſalem was granted before, or at the begin- 
ning ef the firſt of the fixty-nine wetks before the death 
of Chriſt. If the — * went forth at ſome time in 
the firſt of theſe weeks and concluded when Chriſt ex: 
pired on the croſs, we have afforded to us in additional 
evidence of the truth of the prediction. C 


Ax this, according to the calculations of the moſt ac- 
curate chronologers, and the beſt hiſtorians, was actualh 
. the caſe. The commandment went forth in the mont 
Niſah, and In the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king 
And as we have already ſcen, this was the laſt or deren 
22 one week; we muſt date the beginning of the next 
©  Uuxty-eight weeks from the month Nifan, in the twenty⸗ 
| firſt year of the king. And this was in the year of The 
Julian period 4270, and in the year of the world 3560: 
And if we add to each of theſe numbers the x 
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lt is not neceſſary to find that the commiſſion to reſtore 
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fexty-cight weeks' or four hundred and ſeventy ſix years; 
we art led to the year of the Julian period 4746 and ta 
the year of the world 4036, to che year and even to the 
month on Which aur bleſſed Sayiqur. was crucified, 
Chtiſt ſuffered in the time of the paſſaver, which was in 
the month Niſan: and from this yery month we are ne- 
ceſfarily led to date the firſt period from whence we teck - 
on to the laſt, And now behold the man ! Behold him 
of whom Maſes and the prophets ſpake ] In the laſt week 
the Meſſiah makes his appearance; and at the expiration 
of the laſt week, literally, as furetold by the angel, as 3 
deyored victim, 38 ent off, | + ; "wh 1 


UNDpovBTEDLY our Saviour when on earth was called 8 
the Meſſiah or Chriſt, from a perſuaſion that he was the 
perſon referred to in this, as well as other prophecies, and 
that John the Baptiſt had this in view when he ſent to en- 
quire of Chriſt, ** Art thou be tbat ſhould come or do we 
look for another?“ The very ſame appellation is here gi- 
yen to Chriſt as is in the prophecy, where he is called, 
the Prince that ſhall come. And John intimates, by the 
enquiry, that the preſent was the time to expect the 
Mefſiah's appearance, He likely, as well as others, ob- 
ſerveck that Daniel's weeks were nearly ended; and from 
this were led to look with earneſt expectations for that 
glorious Prince, It alſo appears that about this time an 
opinion very generally pre vailed, both among Jews and 
Geptiles, that an eminent Perſonage would ſoon ariſe in 
the eaſt, wha would have the government of the world, 


Tur four great empires or kingdoms of the world, the 
Babylonian, the Perſian, the Grecian and the Roman, as 
they much effected the ſtate of God's people the Jews, are 
more eſpecially the ſubjects of the prophecies of Daniel, 
And the weeks now under conſideration have reſpect to the 
changes or mark the revolutions, of thoſe kingdoms in a 
very ſtriking manner. Before we conclude this chapte 
it is proper to notice this in reſpect to the two fyſt of theſe. 

E 2 . kingdoms, 
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kingdonis.. The beginning of the weeks exhibits a ro. 
miarkable deliverance from the evils. of à ſeventy years 
captivity, under the empire of Babylon, repreſented ta 
Nebuchadnezzar by the head of a great image, which was 
of fine gold (Dan. 11. 32.) and repreſented to Daniel by 
the firſt of four great beaſts like to a lion (vii. 4.) This 
important revolution in the ſtate of the Jews was effected 
under the empire of the Medes and Perſians, which was 
the ſilver breaſt and arms of the image of Nebuchadnez zar: 
and the ſecond beaſt, like to a bear; of Daniel. 
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' Sacrifice and Oblation mate to ceaſe for bailf a Week. * 
Ir is obſerved in the prophecy © And he ſhalt confirm 
1 rhe covenant with many for one week; and in the 
midſt of à week,” or rather, as Pr. Prideaux ſays, the 
paſſage ſhould have been rendered “ for half à werk he 
Than cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceafe.” "The - 
latter clauſę in the paſſage appears to have been inferted 
by way of oppoſition, or as an exception to the forme! 
The religious privileges, confirmed to Gop's people | 
the firſt of the Seventy Weeks, were to continue until 
their entie "expiration at the death of the Meſſiah, "whe 
amore glorious diſpenſation ſhould be introdueed- B 
how natural is it to ſuppoſe that Daniel would be ſolicis 
tous to be informed, if, in any period of theſe four Hun- 
dred and ninety years, the enemies of p's people would 
be permitted to ſuppreſs the free enjoyment” of their re- 
ligion ? and if ſo, for how long this interruption was" td 
continue ? He is told that the facrifice and the e 
ſhould be made to ceaſe for half a* week, or th uit 
and fix months. In the time of Antiochus Epiphanes 
this prediction had a literal' and exact fulfilment. Ac- 
cording to. Joſephus, the ſacrifices of the remple were fu 
reſſed for juſt this ſpace of time ! Speakin of Annochvs, 
# has theſe very words; © He gave his ſoldiers liberty to 
make what plunder they could while he rifled the temple, 
and ſtopped the cuſtom of offering the daily ſacrifices for 
three years and fix months*.” As Antiochus was the 
moſt bitter enemy that the Jews ever had,” and 
this" the darkeſt period in the time predicted, with 
yhat propriety is this half week mentiened as an ex- 
| "pon 
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eeption to the general tranquility with which they were 


to de favoured ? The diſpenſation of the Jews, which 
- was to be ended at the crucifixion of our Saviour, was 


to receive an eſtabliſhmeq; in the firſt of the weeks; but 
the people were to be depffed of its privileges for the ſpace 
of time here expreſſed, . The contraſt between the events 
of the one week, and thoſe. of the half week is truly 


Were 


At the latter, 
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tion againſt the holy cevenant: and now was fully 
ſtrikingly verified what is further expreſſed by the 
4 « For the overſpreading of abomunations he ſhall 


determined, ſhall be ed upon the deſolate,” And 
accordingly we read, & at They ſet up the abomination 
of deſplation upon the altar, and builded idol altarz 
wroughout the cities of Juda on <yery ſde.“ Mac, i. 54, 


Foe, Win ye therefore ſhall ſee, ſays Chriſt, the abo- 


mination of deſulation, ſpoken of by Daniel the nn 
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the air, 7 Mac. v. 2, 3.) 44d before the latter, Joſephus 
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ſtand,” or rather as it is in the Syrie, „ Which was * 


ſtanding; in the holy place, Then let them which be in 
Judea, fee into the mountains, (Mat. xxiv. Is, 0.) 
The abomination of defolariori was ſpoken of by Dani 

the prupher. It ſtood in the holy place in the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes: And when the Roman armics 
compaſſed Jeruſalem, thoſe idols of the heathen 
on their enſigns, which were an aborhination to the Jews, 
And as the deſolation of Jeruſaleny attended the ſtanding 
of this abomination in the temple of Gop, the appear- 
ance of theſe images on the Roman enſigns was at laſt 
to be conſidered as a preſage of its final. deſtruction. : 
| In this, and in other particulars, the events of theſe 
difirefling periods were remarkably ſimilar. Before the 
deſolation of Jeruſalem by Antiochus, Omas, the worthy 
high prieſt of the Jews, was lain: and before its total 
deſtruction, the great High Prieſt of our profeſſion was 


crucified, Before the former, armies, with all manner of 


inſtruments of war, were ſeen fighting with each other in 


ſpeaks of it as well atteſted hy perſons who were eye wit · 
neſſes, That there were ſeen before” ſuh-ſer, Thariors 
wheeling aloft in the ait, all over the country, and armed 


companies ruſhing through the clouds, and throwiug up 


trenches round cities“. In the former, the calamities 
of the Jews were heightened by their diſſentions: and 
the ſame was the caſe in the latter period. In the for- 
mer period, the city and ſanctuary were polluted : in the 
latter they were wholly deſtroyed. we 2055 


I an of opinion, that this ſeaſon of diſtreſs, is pri- 
manly referred to in Dan. xii. 7. which was to continue 
for a time, times, and a half, Dr. Prideaux, obſerves, 
One particular in theſe prophecies of Daniel, and ful- 
filled un, cer Antiochus, is eſpecially taken notice of, as 
typifying in him, what was to happen under antichriſt 
n after-times, that is the profanation of the temple at 


Jeruſalem,” 
®. Jewiſh war. b. 6: c. $6 | a : 
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Neuser und the ..ceaGog of the daily ſacrifices lil itz 
This Daniel ſaid was to co2tinue for a time, and times, 
and a half time, that is three years and an half; a time in 


that place ſignifying a year, and times two years, and an 


half time an half year, as all agree; and ſo long Joſephus 
tells us the profanation of the temple; and the interrupting 
of the daily ſacrifices in it laſted, that is from the coming 
of Apollonius, and his profanation of the ſaid temple, to 
the purifying of it, and the new dedication of that and the 
new altar init by Judas Maccabzus*.” | Ya 


Bur as the half week under conſideration is to be con- 
_ ſidered ſometime within the ſeventy, and the predicted 
events exactly anſwer to the hiſtory of this period, this part 
of the prophecy was evidently fulfilled in the time of An- 
nochus Epiphanes. | 


I nav already obſerved that theſe weeks have 
reſpe& to the ehanges, or ſet bounds to the revo- 
lutions of theſe four great empires or kingdoms, the 
Babylonian, the Perſian, the Grecian, and the Roman in a 
remarkable manner. We have ſeen that their beginnin 

peculiarly reſpected the two firſt of theſe empires: and f 
would now obſerve that the calamities of the half week 
commenced at an æra memorable in regard to the two laſt: 
In the ſame year that the ſacrifice and oblation were made 
to ceaſe, the Grecian empire, repreſented to Nebuchad- 
nezzar by the brazen belly and thighs of a great image; 
and to Daniel by the third beaſt like to a. leopard, was 
completely overthrown by - the Romans: And the Ro- 
mans, who obtained this important victory, are repreſent- 
ed by the image s legs of iron, and feet part of fron and 
Part of clay; and by the fourth beaſt deſcribed, by Daniel 
as dreadful and terrible and ſtrong exceedingly: And; 
in the providence of Gos, the riſe of this laſt mighty em- 
pire effected the deſolations of Jeruſalem in» the half 
week. Antiochus was engaged in an expedition againit 


1 Egypt. 
Hu Canna, wel, 3. 5. 453. | 
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Egypt. But hearing of the ſucceſs, and being ſtruck witl 
fear by th&haughty menaces, of the Romans, he returned 
from Egypt, and wrecked his verigeance on the peoplg of 
the Jews. Then the prophecy was fulfilled, ** For the 
ſhips of Chittim ſhall come againſt him ; therefore, he 
mall be grieved; ang teturn, and have. indignation againſt 
the holy covenant,” (Dan. xi. 30.) But Gos in his pro- 


vidence, did not bring theſe ealamities, or ſuffer them t 


come on his people in the half week; becauſe he delighted 
in their miſery, It was to chaſtiſe them for their ſins, and 
to prepare the way for the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom 
of Chriſt at rhe end of the Seventy Weeks, when the ſtone, 
ſpoken of by Daniel; was to be cut out of the mbuntain with- 
out hands; and which finally was to become a great moun- 
tain ; and by which the iron, the clay, the braſs; the ſilver 
and the gold were to be broken to pieces together, and be- 
come like the chaff of the ſummer threſhing-floors; 


(Dan. 11. 345 35.) 


I wiLt. take notice in one inſtance in which the ealami- 
ties of this period were peculiarly ſubſervient to heaven's 
gracious deſigns under the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 


- Is the beginning of the weeks; 43. already obſervedy 
ſynagogues began to be erefted and improved for the 
purpoſe of reading the law of God to the people every 
Sabbath day: And this uſeful ind important practice 
continued until the beginning of the half week. Then, 
when the ſacrifice and the oblation ceaſed; the reading of 
the law was ſuppreſſed; and the ſacred copies committed 
to the flames. In this extremity the Jews divided the 
prophets into fifty: four ſections, as they had done before 
to the law, one of which ſections was read on each Sab- 


bath until the expiration of three years and an half. Then, 


when they were reſtored to their former privileges, they 
reſumed the practice of reading the law, and obſerved it 
as the firſt. leſſon; and alſo continued the practice of 
reading the prophets, I it as the ſecond mm 3 
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| fo that when the Meſſiah came, the law and the prophets 


were read in the ſynagogues of the Jews every Sabbath 
day (Acts xiii. 27. xv. 21.) And as theſe ſynagogues, 
in which the law and the prophets were read, were very 
numerous, and to be found in various parts of the Ro- 
man empire, how gloriouſly ſubſervient were theſe events 
to the appearance of the Meſſiah, and the eſtabliſhment 
of his kingdon in the world ! When the Severity Weeks 
were expired, and the Meſſiah was cut off, his apoſtles to 
theſe ſynagogues repaired ; to the law and the prophets; 
read in them, they appealed ; proving to the conviction 


 andconverſion of thouſands, that Jeſus was the Chriſt who 


Was to die for the ſalvation of ſinners; 
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CONCLUSION. 
HAT evidence is afforded to ys of the truth of 

| divine reyelatian ! At the time ſpecified in the 

prophecy to a ſurpriſing exactneſs, one, who was con- 


ſidered as the Meſſiah, makes his appearance, and in the 
manner and for the purpoſes repreſented, bows his head, 


and dies ! The important ends anſwered and bleſſings pros 


cured by the death of Chriſt are foretald in the moſt ners 
vous and expreſſive language.—The language of Gabriel 
to Daniel, was the language of the apoltles to the world, 
when they proclaimed the everlaſting denefits of a cruci- 
fied Saviour. Of theſe glorious truths they ſang in pri- 
ſon, and in teſtimony of theſe they renounced the world and 
ſuffered the#pains of death, We are told with the great- 
eſt preciſion, the diſtance of time between the confirmation 
of the Jewiſh covenant or difpenſation and its end by the 
introduction of an everlaſting rightequſneſs, &. We are 
told of a remarkable interruption of the religious privi- 
leges of the Jews, and exactly how long this interruption 
was to continue. We are told of the diſtance of time 
from the going forth of the commandment to reſtore and 
build Jeruſalem to the death of the Mefliah. We are 
told of the ſubſequent calamities of the Jews in the de- 
ruction of the city and ſanctuary. The prophecy, in every 


every inſtance, literally fulfilled. None but the very 
ignorant can doubt the authenticity of the goſpel hiſtory : 

ven a celebrated infidel* is obliged to confeſs © It bears 
not the marks of a fiction; on the contrary, the hiſtory of 
Socrates, which,no body preſumes to doubt, is not fo well 
atteſted as that of Jeſus 3 And is it poſſible for. 


F a 


particular, has been punctually, plainly, and almoſt in 


*; 


„ 
vs to ſuppoſe that the great events of this hiſtory could be 
particularly deſcribed five or ſix hundred years before the 
events took place, unleſs by the «nova interpoſition of 
that Being who is infinite in knowledge? Or can we be. 
lieve the preciſe time and duration expreſſed in the pro- 
phecy in regard to theſe occurrences to have been matters 
of mere conjecture? Is it not moſt conſiſtent with the di- 
vine perfections thas Gop ſhould reveal the ſtate, and 
events of the moral world to that people, who alone, of all 
the nations of the earth, made him the object of their 
adoration and worſhip, in order to confirm them in their 
faith and practice, and to teach them their dependance on 
himſelf ? And when we find that a variety of events have 
taken place in the ſtricteſt conformity to what was record- 
ed among this people ſeveral hundred years before, and 
profeſſedly by divine direction, what reaſon have we to 

diſbelieve the authority of theſe predictions? Upon the 
whole, this remarkable prophecy of Daniel will ſtand as an 
unanſwerable objection to infidelity, while people have 
the bible in their hands, and can compare its prediction: 
with the moſt inconteſtible hiſtorical facts. 
Lr it be the ſubje& of our moſt fervent wiſhes and 
Prayers that Gop's ancient people the Jews may be led, 
Torn the evident fulfilment of this prophecy, to believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt! They are the ſeed of Abraham 
_ Gov's friend and ſervant, to whom were committed the 
divine oracles, of whom concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, 
and from 'among w were ſent the firſt inſtruments of 
promoting the everlaſting goſpel. Many paſſages of 
ſcripture ſpeak of the future conviction and reſtoration of 
this people to the favour of Gop. Although they abide 
Tillin' unbelief, Gop is able to graft them in again, 
Their long waiting for the Meſſiah, and repeated diſap- 
pointments has led ſome to believe the truth, and num- 
bers to doubt the ſtability of the foundation on which they 
ſtood. From a real deſire of their trueſt intereſts J could 
- , Garpuſtly wiſh they wight impartially attend to the follow- 
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leſs our unhelief and hardneſs of heart. We have..lor 


* 
ing relation of, Pr. Hill of Cambridge in England, pub» 


liſhed in the year 1648. Says he,“ 1 have it related fram 
very good hands, that a citizen of London being in Alep- 
po, heard a very learned Jewiſh rabbi, being ſick, call his 
people together, who wiſhed them very ſeriouſly to con- 
{ider the diyers former captiyaties they had undergone for 
the hardneſs of their hearts, and now. one for above one 

thouſand ſix hundred years, the cauſe of which is doubt- 


looked for the Meſſiab, and the chriſtians have believ 
in one Jeſus of our nation, who was of the ſeed: of Abra- 
ham and David, and born in Bethlehem, and (for ought 
we know) may be the true Meſſiah;; and that: r have 
ſuffered this long captivity, becauſe we haye not believed, 
but rejected him. Therefore ny advice is, as my laſt 
words, that if the Meſſiah which we expect, do not come at 
or about the year 1650, accounting from the birth of theit 
Chriſt, then you may know and believe that this Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, and you ſhall have no other; and within a 

14 1 


little time after this old Doctor died“. 


Have the prophecies in gad to Chrift's appearance 
in the fleſh, and ſuffering for the ſalvation of ſinners, 


an moſt evidently . and exactly fulfilled; what [reaſon 


ave we confidently to expe& the full accompliſhment of 
the divine promiſes in his future coming to reign in tho 
heatts of the children of men? Gon, who cannot lig, has 
promiſed to change the moral ſtate of the world; and to 
make this earth an habitation of righteouſneſs.” Te chil- 
dren of Zion rejoice! The auſpicious morn will come, 
when the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall. ariſe. with healin 
under his wings, when the beams of divine-truthith 
illumine the world, and all ſhall know the Lord from the 
leaſt unto the greateſt ! You may ſleep iu the duſt: before 
this trumpet of jubilee ſhall Tound ; but when it ſhall 
found, it will proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
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e Au Olive Branch of us Dedication, 


tw» 


ing of the priſon doors to thoſe who.are bound ; the 
ever bleſſed Gop ſhall be glorified, and Chriſt ſhall reign 
till he has put all his enemies under uy let. Even ſo, 


come Lord Jeſus f | 
* 3 0 4 


a. the ſubject, we 9557 — inter the certainty 
of his perſonal appearance to judge the world. He once 
in a ſtate of humiliation ; 3 was a man of ſorrows, 


and acquainted with grief; and, as repreſented by Daniel; 


in the end was cut off. But how different his appearance, 
when he ſhall come in the clouds of heaven, with great 
power and gory When a fiery ftream "ſhall iſſue, and 
come forth before him, when thouſand thouſands 
ſhall miniſter unto him, and ten thouſand-times ten thou- 
ſand ſhall-ſtand before him; when the judgment ſhall 
ſet, and the books ſhall be opened ! Every eye ſhall ſee 
him; and all the inhabitants of the dead, with thoſe found 
alive at his coming, ſhall be arraigned before his tribunal, 

to give an account of the deeds done in the body, whe- 
ther they be „or whether they be evil! Tremble, O 
my ſoul, at the reaſonable expectation of thy ſhare in the 
wiemm tranſactions of this great day ! Shall the ſecrets of 
dun hearts, as well as the conduct of our lives, be in- 


ſpected by infinite wiſdom and "righteouſneſs, and ſhall 


we not give all poſſible diligence, that we may be found, 
of him who ig appointed to be our Judge, in peace ? Let 
us all, to-day; while it is called ro-day, hear the gracious 
voice of him, who fpeaks to us from heaven: Let us 
cordially ſubmit to the authority of him, whom Gop has 
appointed King upon his holy hill of Zion, and who once, 
as foretold, was cut off to redeem ſinners from eternal 


death. Let us no longer abuſe the patience of the great 
Meſſiah, leſt he ſware in his _ that · we ſhall not 
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quity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin, ſuppoſes man to be exceed- 
ingly guilty in = night of Gon. Different terms are 
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uſed, in the ſame paſſage, to give us a juſt ides of hs 


vileneſs of his character and ways. At what a-morakdi(-+ © 


tance is he removed from Gop : How deaf to the youre of 


heaven, and blinded to the things of his eternal peace! 


Treaſuring up wrath againſt the day of wrath, and of the 
revelation of the righteous judgment of Gop. Ihe way 


of peace, he knows not; and there is no fear f GU 


before his eyes. This our prophecy, and this, the Whole 
goſpel repreſents to be the true ſtate and character of: 
man! . 0 | 3 
| ; . — ? — 45 
Bor ye who feel your wretchedneſs, and mourn the 
guilty part you have taken againſt heaven, a glorious 
way is opened for your eſcape; from that eternal miſery, 
which you have deſerved ! The Meſſiah has been cut off 
for your ſins, and has brought in an everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs for your juſtification in the ſight of Go. There 
is glory to Gop in the higheſt; and on earth, peace, 
and good will towards men |! Ir is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt came into the 
world to fave ſinners, even the chief. He deſcended 
from the higheſt heavens; was ſtripped of the robes of 
his glory, and ſuſtained the curſe of the divine law, in 
order to raiſe ſinners from the depth of wretchednels ; 
and exalt them to the noble, refined, and eternal enjoy- 
ments of the world of light ! The ſpirit and the bride; 
ſay, Come; And let him that heareth, fay, Come, And 
let him that is athirſt, come: and whoſoever will; let 
him take the water of life freely.“ N ' 
wh ee the wondrous cure: | 5 
And at each ſtep, let higher wonder riſe ! 
«*<. Pardon for infinite offence ! and pardon, 
Through means that ſpeak its value infinite! 
pardon bought with blood | with blood divine ! 
With blood divine of him 1 made my foe ! 
erſiſted to provoke ! though woo'd, and aw'd 
Bleſs'd, arid chaſtis'd, a flagrant rebel ſtill! 
rebel ' midſt the thunders of his throne ! 
or I alone! a rebel univerſe ! | 
My ſpecies up in arms ! not one exempt ! 


Yer for the fouleſt of the foul, he dies:: Moſt 
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1 IL man or angel: Oh that 1 could clind, A526 
* 8 he; i with equal praiſge ! 15 SR. 
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